Welcome to All Hallows, Whitchurch. We hope you will enjoy the points of interest on this
card as it guides you around the interior of the church.

Take a few steps to the crossroads of the church, the nave o, where this tour begins.

@ Look areund you and notice differences in the
stone pillars and arches at the heart of the church—a
clue to the age af the building. As you face the altar
at the east end, the pillars immediately to your right
are a legacy of our Nerman ancestors from the first
half of the 12th century, and indicate the modast size
af the church in those days,

@ The pillars and arches to
yvour left were not built for
argund another 300 years —
perhaps the stanemasans
were at work here when the
Wars of the Roses were at
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their height.

Although similar in style,
ke pillars and arches ahead
of you are noticeably newer,
and indicate wherna the E

This area is for ¢hildran during our Services

@ Close by is one of three war memorials in
the church, This ane is unusual as it remembers
those lost in the Boer War in 1900-02, when the
Boers (farmers) of South Africa rebelled against
the rule of the British Empire.
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Alittle further

along is an area set
aside for private prayer
and abawve it is the
second Partal

church was extended in
Victarian times,

] memarial: Joseph
Partal would surely
blush to read the words

extolling his virtues!

@ With your back to the [|
altar you will see modern =

doors leading to the Bell
Tower with its Victorian =]
spire; this area is not
accessible to visitars for
reasons of safety. The peal
aof bells from our team of
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@ Take a moment to
admire the pipes of

Whitehureh's largest
musical instrument =
A1

the organ. This splendid

e I

ringers is a familiar sound
throughout the town

every Sunday merning. M
The newest bell is Great
Tom, named for one of

e

| 3 the choir and
- iEntraﬁpE congregation
; e, : {1 ‘raise the
. D - ok vty
@ b‘l Ssunday {often

accompanied by the
jackdaws wha like to
make their presence
heard from the
churchyard)].

Whitchureh's most J:

famous sons, Lord Alfred

Thompson [Tem)] Denning. @

Great Tom was cast in C\ - y
celebration of his 100th

birthday in 1999,

@ With your back to the entrance door,
head straight ahead (north) and turn left to
zpg the Ten Commandmeants board. The
board demoanstrates how the humble folk of
Whitchurch 400 years ago would have viewed
what might happen to them if they broke the
Commandments, Perhaps we should all
beware of coveting a neighbour’s vineyard or
risk being shot by an arrow from heaven, the
fate shown to have befallen Ahab!

@ Lok out for the memarial to John Portal —
one of three Portal family memorials in the church,
and the most elaborate. The memorials were
moved to All Hallows from the church in nearby
Laverstoke in Victorian times. You will lzarn mare
about the importance of the Portal family to the
area later,
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@ As you face the organ pipes, 1o the right
[alongside the lectern and at the entrance to
the chancel) you will see our oldest relic =
the Saxon stone, a reminder that there was a
church an this site before the Morman
invasion, This stone was found embedded in
the walls of the old Norman church when
our Victorian ancestors enlarged the
building. Its inscription commemarates a
Saxon lady, Frithburga, Who was she? No
one really knows, but one theory is that she
was a nun from the abbey in the nearby
village of Whenwell,

The tour continues overleaf ...



@ Walk along the chancel, between the choir stalls, On the wall here is anather Brooke memaorial (popular

towards the altar and the magnificent stained-glass with visiting brass-rubbers), this time to Thomas's parents.
east window. If you are visiting on a sunny day you The Brooke family were important members of the
riay be fortunate encugh to see the window community and lived in the large, privately-owned house
depicting the Crucifixion in all its glory, its colours E (now called King's Lodge) opposite the church. Thomas and
dancing on the choir stalls and floor. Susan had eleven children, including Robert, an Anglican
minister who emigrated to America in the 17th century. We
@ Tucked away to the right of the east window is are delighted to report that his descendants still make a
thE Children's Windnw 'u'l.'il.‘h its quote, ‘Euffer IittIE N 5 PDiI‘If ﬂf '.risil:ing LS hF.‘l"E at Al Halluws ITQI'I'! tirne to time,

children to come unta me ..." [Mark 10:14), a

poigrant memaorial ta young Rustat Hemsted who

died in 1854, You may have spatted a memarial to W
other members of his family by the Saxon stone.

As vou look at the stained-glass window on the
left on the south wall, notice the two men in the
top lefe-hand corner, seemingly skulking off. The
expression of one of the men in particular makes
one wander what he thought of Paul's preaching ...

@ Here in the chancel are
two calligraphied lists of the
Vicars of this parish since
1283 = many long
forgotten, others fondly
remembered by

@ Between the two windows
on this wall is Whitchurch's
war memaorial to those who
lost their lives in the First
Warld War. The long list of
names, two of Lord Denning’s

parishioners, but always a
reminder of our own brothers amangst them, is
martality and the saddening, especially when ane
reassurance that Christian EDHS!:IE!'E lh#.; :l;miest -
worship has taken place on — . population of the town in the
this site for many centuries, @i @; early yea.rs of the 20th century.
and will continue for many L @ A gf.*n?ath is ahgla::: :::«E
more to come, isplaying a book o

5 photographs of those whose
As you leave the | names are carved in stone,
chancel you can see the o _ = e A century later, we are
final Fortal memaorial I: m Mave &= m.j proud to ‘remern ber
above the choir stalls on - = o :_- the town’s fallen sons
your left. French Hugenet @ /7 Entranee  on Remembrance
Henry Portal established o N . [ont ; : Sunday, yhen
a paper mill in the tewn {‘ﬂ I'G]J_f e e -mT r;i.umt',f Em;.qps_ .
and became ane of the . including members o
biggest employers in the : @ Thi‘lHD'p'al British Legion
area, His growing ¥ and our young
industry later moved to —— @ Brownies and Cubs, lay
the nearby village of (I b i L ! poppy wreaths here.

Laverstoke, where paper

for bank notes far the Bank of England was made.
A modern-day "claim to fame’ for All Hallows is
that the great great great great great nephew of
Henry Portal is none other than Justin Portal
Welby, who became Archibishap of Canterbury

in 2013,

On the far side of the entrance door is
St Patrick’s Window. See if you can spot an
amphibian and a reptile ...

@ In this corner you will also see
our secand Waorld War memarial,

Turr left at the pulpit,
@ We end the tour with a beginning = at the font, where we

@ This araa of the church is perhaps most notable for welcome those being baptised into God's family at the start of their
the chalk-carved effigies (not actually a tormb as is often journey as a Christian. The font’s rase carvings reflect its Tudar origing,
thought] of Thomas and Susan Brooke. but in the 215t century we are fortunate to have a thriving community

spanning all ages whao regularly attend services here. The hanour of
the youngest member of the congregation to attend a service at All
Hallows currently goes to Miriam Fisher, born in the early hours one
Sunday in 2008; her parents brought her to the 10am Parish

Communion when she was just eight hours old.

We hope you have enjoyed your visit. Please kindly leave behind this card for other visitors.
Further information on the history of the church is in'a booklet for sale by the entrance door.
Details of our services can be found in the Parish Magazine, also for sale by the door, or on pew sheets on the table,
on a list in the porch and on the noticeboard outside.
Please take a moment to sign the visitor book, and if you would care to make a donation towards the upkeep and
work of our church, it can be left in the ‘hole in wall® by the door. Gift aid envelopes are available on the table,

Thank you for visiting All Hallows.



